Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday
Speaker, Robert Emerson
Study Sunday
Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM
Singing every 2" Sunday evening
Study Wednesday 7:00 PM

Preacher / bulletin editor:

Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065

7:30 AM

10:00 AM

E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org

Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org

Servants during June:
Songleader: David (5), Peter (12),
Stanley (19), Larry (26)
Reading: David
Announcements: Marty
Table: Mike B, Robert, Larry, Mike

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620

“...For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world
forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces

of wickedness in the
heavenly places,”

— Ephesians 6:12

Wednesday Lesson: Stanley (1), Kris (8),
Larry (15), Stanley (22), Kris (29)
Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (5),

Marty (12), Stanley (19), Larry (26)
Area Meetings:

College View (12-15); 4" Street

Cullman (12-17); Elgin Hills

Rogersville (12-17); Isbell (19-22);

Hillsboro Heights Moulton (26-30);

Gooch Lane (6/25-7/1)
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“Examine everything carefully...” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB
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By Doy Moyer

Years ago | was asked to teach a
class on 1 Timothy 6 for a
congregation that | was visiting. We
read of Jesus Christ, “the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone has
immortality, who dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one
has ever seen or can see,” v15,16.
Seemingly out of the blue, | was
asked, “Does this mean that Satan is
not eternal or immortal?” My answer
was a simple, “Of course.” Little did |
know | was talking to some who
believed that Satan was not created,
that he, like God, always existed.

Occasionally the question arises,
and there are yet those who believe
that Satan could not have been
created by God, for that would mean
that God created evil. While much can
be said about this, let’s see if we can
boil down these issues.

First things first. Satan is created.
The alternative is that Satan is eternal
and immortal, just like God, which
places him on the same eternal level.
One may not think this is a big deal,
but we need to understand that what
we think about other beings will say
something about our views of God.
There are no beings or creatures who
are on par with God’s eternal nature.
He alone is the “I AM.”

Considering whether or not Satan
is created is not a matter of
speculation. Colossians 1:15-17 says
about Jesus, “He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. And he is



before all things, and in him all things
hold together.”

This passage is not ambiguous. All
things, including all visible and
invisible rulers and powers, were
created by Him and for Him. Now if
Satan is such an invisible ruler and
power, then Scripture teaches he was
created. Follow the evidence.

Jesus refers to Satan as “the ruler
of this world,” Jn 12:31. The apostle
Paul refers to him as the “god of this
world,” 2 Cor 4:4, and “the prince
[ruler] of the power of the air,”
Eph 2:2. Christians are to “Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places,”
Eph 6:11,12.

Back in 1 Timothy 6:16, God
“alone has immortality.” If one is not
God, he does not inherently possess
immortality. God promises
immortality to His people, Rom 2:7; 1
Cor 15:53,54; 2 Tim 1:10; but intrinsic
immortality is tied to His nature and
His alone. God has no beginning and
no end. This differs from created
beings being granted immortality by
the One from whom immortality
flows. Only God has this. Satan does
not and, therefore, had to be created.

Does this, then, mean that God
created evil? Not at all. God is not the
author of evil.

Satan  (adversary) is the
description and name given to this

one whom we also call the devil or
slanderer, Rev 12:9. There is no
indication that he was created for the
purpose of being Satan in order to be
evil. Like all else God makes, the
assumption should be that he was
created to serve and glorify God.

The implication would be that this
creature, who was indeed powerful,
was given the freedom to make
choices. As human beings were given
freedom to decide whether or not
they would serve God, we also find
that angels had the ability to rebel
and sin, cf Jude 6; 2 Pet 2:4. Whether
or not Satan was an angel, an
archangel or another type of
creature, we do not know. However,
he still falls under the umbrella of the
rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers
of this present darkness. All rulers and
authorities were created by the Lord.

Evil is not a material thing that
was created. It is defined, not by its
own self, but rather in connection to a
standard that is good. That Standard
is God, so anything that deviates from
Him will result in what we call evil. As
darkness is not a thing in itself, but
rather is the absence of light, so evil is
the absence and even the perversion
of the good. When we choose to rebel
against God, we have chosen the
darkness and evil. God did not create
the evil, but He allows creatures of
choice to walk in the dark. Of course,
consequences for that follow.

Satan, then, was a created being
who chose to rebel against God, thus
resulting in evil. The importance of
this is not only how we think of God,
but also how we consider the fight we

are in. The bottom line is that God
always wins. While Satan is powerful,
1 Pet 5:8, heiis not God, and he cannot

defeat those who put their faith in
God. “Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you,” Jas 4:7. £3

A Test of Fellowship

By Doy Moyer

When brethren begin to try to
study an issue, the first question
should not be, “Are you going to make
this a test of fellowship?” There’s a
time when fellowship may need to be
considered, depending on the issue at
hand, but it shouldn’t be the first
order of business. The first order
should be to lovingly work together
and learn truth. That often takes time,
and brethren are typically in different
places of growth and understanding.
As long as this process can be
maintained without being ugly to
each other, Eph 4:32, brethren can
generally get along pretty well.
Patience, longsuffering, and love are
staples of a growing relationship that
fosters a better knowledge of truth
and understanding, Eph 4:1-3.

My experience generally has
been that fellowship issues tend to
work themselves out without being
forced. Yet there are questions to
consider. Is one being divisive and

causing strife? Is one refusing to study
while dogmatically holding a view? Is
one attempting to go behind the
backs of others (e.g., the shepherds)
in order to teach a pet idea? These are
always dangers that need to be
avoided and handled. In these cases,
swift action is in order, Rom 16:17;
Tit 1:9.

However, when an issue first
arises, and brethren genuinely want
to work together in love, the
fellowship question is a distant
second. Why bring it up first? Why not
instead simply seek to study, pray, and
grow together? In time, the
fellowship between brethren may
indeed grow much closer, and this is a
wonderful outcome.

Never look for excuses to divide
and isolate; always pursue peace and
love. Divisions happen, but let it never
be because we have failed to do all
within our abilities to bring others
together first. £

»~ Remember in Prayer

Alice’s sister, Anne, is not well,
requiring constant care. Remember
the Beddingfield’s and Emerson’s, as

well as all those with chronic health
issues, including Carolyn Dennis, Dot
Hice, and Joyce Smith. L2



